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Hopkins County Memorial Hospital breaks ground on a
$36.5 million renovation project, signaling
the dawning of a new era in health care locally and

" THE START OF

By BRUCE ALSOBROOK
News-Telegram Managing Editor

report released this week found

that emergency centers in seven

major U.S. cities lack the ability
to cope with even minor national emer-
gencies.

That shouldn't be a problem in Sul-
phur Springs.

By this time next year, Hopkins Coun-
ty Memorial Hospital will have a state-
of-the art emergency department some
four times bigger than the existing ER,
and be well on its way to completing
renovations and new construction cover-
ing about 1.5 acres of floor space.

More than 100 people crowded onto a
grassy knoll behind the current emer-
gency room entrance for the ground-
breaking of the ambitious undertaking, a
multi-phase project that promises
intense upgrades to the level of care that
will be offered at the local medical cen-
ter.

"This is really just the beginning of a
project that will mean doctors, new spe-
cialists and a lot of new services that
have never been offered before," said
Tim Kelty, a member of the board of
directors at Hopkins County Memorial
Hospital. "This would not have been
possible without the vision of our doc-
tors, nurses, staff and administrators,
and past and present board of directors."

Kelty said the project will cover some
63,000 square feet in total. The cost is
estimated at $36.5 million. It is the
largest project ever undertaken in Hop-
kins County by any single business or
organization, Kelty added.

The plans call for a new emergency
department and patient tower, a renovat-
ed and enlarged lobby and waiting areas,
new and updated infrastructure compo-
nents, and many other upgrades.
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needs to add more doctors and nurses.'"
McAndrew said. )

But if there aren't enough rooms to
treat patients, adding more staff is moot.
Increasing the number of rooms — from
the current eight to more than 20 — will
address that problem, while allowing the
number of emergency room staff to
almost double, from 13 to 22.

The overall construction project also
includes new construction of a patient
tower with all private rooms. Eventually,
the hospital will have single-patient
rooms only.

The decision to take on such extensive
improvements came after a long, hard
look at the 40-year-old facility's physical
well-being.
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