
FCFIsp takes hospital through fourtysix 

years of steady improvements B HoIdcr. 
The small town influence 

was a constant positive as 

John and Sherry Crisp, newly 

weds in 1961, looked for a 

place to work after. his e 
tion with the Baylor M 
Center in Dallas. 

One of the doctors John 

had worked with suggested 

that they consider an opening 
in Carthage. Johj and Sherry 

grew up in the small towns of 

Dierks and New I-lope, 

Arkansas. They were childhood 

sweethearts and went to 

high school together. When 
John was a senior, his sister, 

living in Irving, suggested 
that he look beyond Arkansas 

for upper education. He chose 

to study radiology with the 

Baylor X-ray School in 

Dallas. While he studied radiology, 

Sherry finished high 

seki,ol, and as soon as they 

bbth graduated, they marned 
on July 23, 1961. They have 

enjoyed 47 years together. 

In February of 1962, they 

traveled to East Texas to see 

about the job with Panola 

County General Hospital. 

John interviewed for the position 

of radiology technologist, 

and was excited about work- 

working 

ing in such a small town. 

However, he almost refused 

the job because finding a 

house to rent was very difficult. 

They finally found a 

small house and started life in 

Carthage. Later, after establishing 

himself at work, John 

and Sherry bought their cur- 

curre 

re Both of their chil 

dren were born at Panola 
General. Within their first 

year together their daughter 
Tamera was born May 28, 

1962. sherry was a stay-at 

home mom and enjoyed the 

joys of motherhood. Two 
years later their son John, Jr. 

was born on March 26, 1964. 

Life was established in the 

small East Texas town for two 

young adults from Arkansas. 
When John took the job, 

Charlie Mangham was the 

hospital administrator and 

Thomas Ritter the CFO. The 
hospital was proud to staff the 

renowned surgeon, Dr. Glen 

Johnson. The hospital was 
owned by the county and 

enjoyed great success and: 
activity those days. In 1962, 

there was one x-ray lab, one 

dark room and all images 

were developed by hand. The 
entire process for one x-ray 

took about 45 minutes. The 
film did not have the high resolution 

it does now, and pictures 

needed to be translated  

by a professional. One of 

the biggest problems in those 

days was the storage space 

needed for all the individual 

films. The law required the 

hospital to keep on record the 

films for a child until their 

21st year and for an adult fi 
five and one-half years. The 

films needed to be categorized 

and dated and kept on 

file so that they could be 

retrieved as needed. All the 

work was done by two 

employees at that time. John 

was very busy! 

Now everything is retained 

in a computer log and 

retrieved instantly. The current 

system saves both space 

and manpower. It is so very 

much more efficient. 

In 1974, the hospital added 

a nuclear medical camera 

called a rectilinear scanner, 

and John received more training 

to use the new modality. 

The hospital increased its 

ability to serve the patients. 

The children were enrolled in 

(the Carthage schools, and life 
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