
By MICHAEL RODDEN 
Sentinel staff 

With Tuesday s announcement 

that The Burke Center received 

$1.66 million in funding 
from the Texas Department of 

State Health Services to create a 

new psychiatric treatment facility, 

Nacogdoches County, as a 

whole, is set to benefit from the 

new program. 
The new center in Angelina 

County will receive additional 

funding from various hospitals 
and counties in the East Texas 
12-county region, including Nacogdoches 

County, Nacogdoches 
Memorial Hospital and Nacogdoches 

Medical Center. 

One way Nacogdoches will 

benefit is tax dollars will be freed 

up for use in other areas. 

The state grant will pay for 80 

percent of the cost, but the counties 

and other entities will fund 
the additional 20 percent of operating 

costs. 

Recently, Nacogdoches County 
agreed to pay $22,343 annually for 

the center, which County Judge 
Joe English considers a bargain. 

We ve spent that much just 

on deputies sitting at the hospital 

with imnates needing mental 
health care,  he said. It s a small 
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investment f9r w at we will get 

on the return.  
English pointed to a study on 

the state s mental health system 

by the Texas Senate Criminal 
Justice Committee, which said 

around 30 percent of Texas prison 

and jail inmates are former state 

mental health clients. 

Currently, deputies have to 

transport inmates who need mental 

treatment to a local hospital 

where they have to walt to be medically 

cleared for transport to a 

mental facility. That wait can take 

anywhere from hours to several 

days, and the inmates then have 
to be transferred to a facility with 
open beds, some as far away as El 

Paso, Sheriff Thomas Kerss said. 

Some inmates who do not get 

the help they need often find 

themselves in a circular pattern, 

returning to jail and never receiving 

the proper health they need, 

he added. 
Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital 

CEO Tim Hayward, who helped 

apply for the Burke Center grant, 

said the new facility will ease the 

burden on emergency room staff, 

as well. 

When law enforcement has an 

individual they have picked up, 

the emergency rooms are left to 

try and put the pieces back together 

that got the patient in the situation 

to begin with, and that s not 

muiiity and guest relations at 

Nacogdoches Medical Center, said 

the best environment to do that,  

Hayward said. ERs are for emergencies 

and people who are physically 

sick. For patients with mental 

health issues, bringing them 
to emergency rooms just isn t the 

most ideal of situations.  

Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital 

is a stakeholder in the new 

mental health facility, and it will 

provide funding to the program 
annually. 

Hayward said that it will be a 

better enviromnent for patients 

who need mental help because instead 

of them being incarcerated 
and stripped of control, this will 

allow for the individual and the( 

family to have some input in a setting 

less institutional.  

The setting will be more appropriate 

instead of dumping them 

into a system that is not designed 
for these situations,  Hayward 
said. For me, it s the opportunity 

to design something and treat 

these people the right way and being 

an advocate for the patient.  

He added that he has worked 

with the sheriff, and they both 

recognize that just putting people 
with mental needs behind bars 

isn t the answer. 

You don t get a person productive 

and back into the community, 
taking care of their family, taking 
care of their lives until you get 

them into recovery, and you can t 

do that if you get put in jails, and 
you can t do that ii you stick them 
in ERs,  Hayward said. 

Sue Keimedy, director of com 

comshe became a champion for local 

psychiatric help a few years ago 

when she was county judge. 

It s been going on for several 

years  evaluating the mental 
health needs in East Texas,  she 

said. So this has been a long-term 
goal for East Texas, and for me, I 

was fortunate enough when I left 

being judge to go to work for a 

health-care facility, so I could continue 

that need of East Texas 
to stay involved in and help make 
that happen  

She said that Nacogdoches Medical 

Center is proud to be a part of 

the new facility, and has pledged 
their continued support annually 
with funding. 

I think this wifi help to get 

them evaluated faster to get them 
into long-term care facility faster,  

she said, noting that the Burke 
Center is knowledgeable of policies 

and procedures to properly 
place patients in other facilities if 

no beds are available. 

Kennedy added that the new regional 

mental health facility will 

allow patients to be close to famfly 

and friends, where the person 
can get the support they need to 

get well. 

I think what we will see in the 

health-care arena is that it works 
out for everybody,  Kennedy said. 

In the hospital environment, it 

will free up resources to take care 

of others who come into the emergency 

room.  
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