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County will benefit
from treatment facility

By MICHAEL RODDEN
Sentinel staff

With Tuesday’s announce-
ment that The Burke Center re-
ceived $1.66 million in funding
from the Texas Department of
State Health Services to create a
new psychiatric treatment facil-
ity, Nacogdoches County, as a
whole, is set to benefit from the
new program.

The new center in Angelina
County will receive additional
funding from various hospitals
and counties in the East Texas
12-county region, including Na-
cogdoches County, Nacogdoches
Memorial Hospital and Nacogdo-

ches Medical Center.

One way Nacogdoches will
benefit is tax dollars will be freed
up for use in other areas.

The state grant will pay for 80
percent of the cost, but the coun-
ties and other entities will fund
the additional 20 percent of oper-
ating costs.

Recently, Nacogdoches County
agreed to pay $22,343 annually for
the center, which County Judge
Joe English considers a bargain.

“We’ve spent that much just
on deputies sitting at the hospi-
tal with inmates needing mental
health care,” he said. “It’s a small
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the best environment to do that,”
Hayward said. “ERs are for emer-
gencies and people who are physi-
cally sick. For patients with men-
tal health issues, bringing them
to emergency rooms just isn’t the
most ideal of situations.”

Nacogdoches Memorial Hos-
pital is a stakeholder in the new
mental health facility, and it will
provide funding to the program
annually.

Hayward said that it will be a
better environment for patients
who need mental help because in-
stead of them being incarcerated
and stripped of control, this will
allow for the individual and th
family to have some input in a setx
ting less “institutional.”

“The setting will be more appro-
priate instead of dumping them
into a system that is not designed
for these situations,” Hayward
said. “For me, it’s the opportu-
nity to design something and treat
these people the right way and be-
ing an advocate for the patient.”

He added that he has worked
with the sheriff, and they both
recognize that just putting people
with mental needs ,behind bars
isn’t the answer.

“You don’t get a person produc-
tive and back into the community,
taking care of their family, taking
care of their lives until you get
them into recovery, and you can’t
do that if you get put in jails, and
you can’t do that if you stick them
in ERs,” Hayward said.

Sue Kennedy, director of com-




