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Mospital 

doesn t 

face any 

slowdown 
By DON INGRAM 

publisher@basinbroadband.com 

While the heat was on 

during May, Permi n Regional 

Medical Center experienced 

a busy month, that 
4 

despite the usual trend for 

a summer slowdown. 
Hospital directors looked 

at the hospital s financial 

picture last Monday during 

a retreat and goal-setting 

session held in Odessa. 

The hospital in May had 

total gross revenues of $3.3 

million, deductions of $1.6 

million and operating expenses 

of $2.2 million. After 

a tax subsidy of $655,843, 

the facility had a net income 

of $152,009. 

Year-to-date the hospital 

is in the black by some $2 

million compared to the 

previous year when it was 

$448,260. 

Chief financial officer 

Cleo Cagle said May was a 

good month financially considering 

it normally gets 

slower at the facility during 

warmer months, when 

people postpone elective 

surgeries and other medical 

needs. Revenue was up 

about $100,000 from budgeted 

expectation for the 

month,  she said. 

Departmental statistics 

in May showed increased 

activity with C-scans up 89 

percent with 239 performed 

in May and 1,928 for the 

year-to-date compared with 

1,022 at the same time last 

year. Radiology procedures 

are also up 14 percent; lab 

procedures 11 percent; carSee 
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diopulmonary up seven percent 

and surgery procedures 

up six percent. The rural 

health clinic visits were up 10 

percent, while the emergency 

room visits were up 33 percent. 

The increase in patient 

numbers at the clinics caused 

the board to consider additions 

in clinic space in the future, 

if the number of patients 

continues to increase at the 

facility. 

Directors looked at possible 

space for small additions, 

similar to the new imaging 

center, on either the north or 

south end of the existing clinics. 

PRMC CEO Randy 
Richards said efforts were 

under way to find a replace- 

replacement 

ment for Dr. Guerra, who had 

decided to leave Andrews and 

move to Austin, citing personal 

reasons. 

Richards said Guerra had 

a good practice here, seeing 

15 to 18 patients a day. ÓHeÒll 

be hard to replace because he 

was well liked,Ô Richards 

added. Richards also said two 

lots across from PRMC had 

been purchased from former 

Andrews pharmacist Jerry 

Trower. The lots are near local 

near Andrews Chiropractic 

and will be kept for future 

hospital expansion. 

Richards said an anesthetist 

had been filling in helping 

longtime anesthetist Stan 

Leeper until a second anesthetist 

is situated in 

Andrews. The need resulted 

after anesthetist Kelly Yarbro 

left the hospital to work in 

Midland. 

During the meeting the 

board also eyed a proposed 

tax rate of .20655 cents per 

$100 valuation for a yield of 

about $8.4 million. They also 

looked at proposed rate increases 

at the hospital including 

five percent in the ER and 

nine percent across-the-board 

for hospital services. Salary 

increases were budgeted at 

4.2 percent including a .50- 

cent cost of living adjustment 

and departmental merit 

raises up to four percent. The 

increases, scheduled in 

stages, arenÒt expected to impact 

the overall budget but by 

3.7 percent. 

Andrews Co.
News

Andews,TX
Circ. 2876

From Page:
10

7/6/2008
91945


