
MEDICAL RECEPTION 
Clayton Roberts, D.O. (center), visits with 

Lisa Brown, M.D., and Ray Stephens, 

board chairman of Medical Arts Hospital, 

during a reception Tuesday to welcome 

Roberts to the community. Roberts, who 

grew up in the Klondike community o 

Dawson County, began seeing patients on 

Wednesday morning at the Medical Arts 

Clinic. \ 
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OGH finally set in stone  

The granite Ochiltree 
General Hospital  monument 

erected on the 

hospital s front lawn last 

Tuesday had been on the 

drawing board and off the 

drawing board  for several 

years, C.D. Russell said. 

Russell, a native of Ochiltree 

County and a long time 

general contractor, played a 

vital role in all aspects of 

having the stone sign installed. 

Judy Russell, CD s 

wife, filmed the event. 

Judy has been with OGH 
as a nurse for 32 years and 

Director of Nursing since 

1987, and she indicated that 

the hospital had been without 

a main sign since the 

building was remodeled in 

1995. So CD drew blueprints 

and sent the proposal 

to the board of trustees,  she 

sa 
GH administrator Wally 

Boyd pointed out that the 

hospital has never had an official 

monument on the 

pi and said, We re 
ju thi4IIŒtho death with this 

one.  He also extended 
thanks on the part of the hospital 

district to Russell for 

the contribution made in taking 

care of the numerous 

details in bringing the monument 

here. 

The monument arrived 

from Granite, OK in four 

pieces  one cube and three 

slabs about 4  x 2 with a 

combined weight of about 

6,000 pounds, according to 

Linda Willis, part owner of 

Willis Monument, the family-owned 

company from 

QK. We got to know the 

ussells,  she said, when 

they came down to talk 

about the sign  with her father, 

Bill. 

Russell s plans for the n called for 

unveined granite, which was 

not available in Oklahoma 
and why the stone was extracted 

from a quarry in 

North Dakota. Called Dakota 

Mahogany,  Willis said 

that the most difficult part of 

working with this type of 

stone is getting it out of the 

ground in one piece with no 

cracks in it.  If the stone has 

no cracks, she continued, 

then you can mill it.  

It s going to be a beauti  

ful sign,  Russell said while 

watching the installers from 

OK assemble the heavy 

structure. 

CD was born in the town 

of Ochiltree. He attended 

first grade there. Then he 

rode on horse and buggy to 

school to the old school 

house on Highway 70 for 

the next two grades. 

CD recalled when the new 

high school on Eton Street 

was under construction. 
When the new school was 

finished in 1922, he said, 

That was the end of coun 

country schools.  He was bused 

to school from his family s 

farm southeast of Perryton 

from then on. 

Russell would come back 

to the same building several 

years later as a contractor 

and remodel it. He added the 

auditorium. He would not 

take credit for the exceptional 

acoustics inside the 

auditorium that is now part 

of the Perryton Junior High, 

however. That was the architects,  

he said. Russell 

also added the gym, whose 

hardwood basketball coUrt 

retains exceptional spring as 

well as its classical appearance. 

Before starting his career 

as a general contractor in Pe spent time 

in Washington State working 

in the shipyards during 

World War II. He helped repair 

the battleship West Virginia, 

which was badly 
damaged at Pearl Harbor 
when Japanese planes 
landed a bomb in the ship s 

unprotected turret. The explosion 

blew a large part of 

the turret to pieces and 

caused the ship to roll onto 

its port side. Russell and 

others worked on that ship 

for 9 months,  he said. The 

battleship would return to 

action in the Pacific, this 

time with turrets that were 

protected by armor plating. 
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