
Support for clinic expansion 
Any type of government expansion program can be a 

little on the scary side... just ask the administration at the 

Muleshoe Independent School District which is about to 

finish the first phase of a multi-million dollar expansion 
project, or the City of Muleshoe which is involved in its 

own capitol improvement projects, and especially ask the 

residents and taxpayers whose monies back such projects 

either through tax revenue or service fees, but often the 

decision not to expand can be even scarier. 

Faced with a variety of needs  including the ability to 

attract new physicians or retain existing medical personnel, 

and a chance to improve its desperately sagging cash 

flow  the Muleshoe Area Hospital District s governing 

body voted Thursday to secure the financing necessary 
for an expansion of the Muleshoe Family Medicine Clinic 

through the sale of certificates of obligation. 

No doubt it was a tough decision, but given the 

board s decision to limit the hoop dreams  of its financial 

advisor, Consolidated Financial Resources, foregoing 

the company s suggestion that the bonds currently held 

against the construction of Park View Nursing Care Center 

be refinanced, the plan to move ahead with the expansion 

appears to be the right one. 

When MAHD began looking at changing to Critical 

Access status, the hospital district s auditors pointed at the 

need to expand the district s rural health clinic to boaster 

the federal medical reimbursements. Various methods 

of financing have been looked at to fund such a project, 

and one-by-one these finance options have slowly been 

scratched off, for the most part leaving only the current 

option. 

Sure, it would be better it someone stepped up with the 

$1.7 million plus needed to fund the project, but donors 

equipped with such large money bags have yet to come 
forth, leaving the district s board to look for financing 

elsewhere... and this appears to be it. 

Still, we can t help but dislike the issuance of certificates 

of obligation. Even though perfectly legal here in the Lone 

Star State, these certificates  which are most easily 

described as a revenue bond that doesn t require a public 

vote  have the feel of an end run  around the voters. 

In fact, the only good thing we can see about them is that 

without the need for a bond election  like the decision 

to expand using a modular building rather than bric4\ 

and mortar construction   the time needed to open the 

doors of the expanded clinic and hopefully alleviate thet 
district s enormous cash flow problems should be great j 
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